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Editorial

When we published the first Trilingual Siloti Dictionary last December with the principal
aim of revitalising the Siloti language, some readers suggested that we start a quarterly
magazine in Siloti that would help in reaching this goal faster. So, here is the very first
issue of the Hatxora Magazine which is being published on the Independence Day of
Bangladesh, 26/3/2022. It is the first magazine in Siloti meant for Siloti, as well as, non-
Siloti children who are residing and studying in Sylhet. It is packed with goodies.

This issue contains four stories in Siloti. It starts with the first episode of Professor Dr. Muhammad Zafar
Igbal's famous story - &I (@I, That is followed by a well-known Bengali folktale 7@ o I
narrated by former Professor of English Husne Alam, now living in California, USA. The next story by
Author Mehreen Ahmed, a famous international fiction writer, residing in Queensland, Australia, was
specially written for this magazine. In it she tells her experience about her first visit to her husband's
parents’ house in a beautiful village in Sylhet. Finally, Masudur Rahman of Netrokona, tells an occult
story about a snake and a banana tree.

The magazine also contains two Siloti recipes by Fatema Farid Bithi, a poem by Engineer K M Huq living
in Seattle, USA, and four articles, including one by a well-known Bangla columnist, Dilruba Shahana,
about Tagore's visit to Sylhet, and another one by young Samir Alam, who was born and brought up in
the USA, and learned Siloti via Zoom from Fatema Farid Bithi. He is now a fluent speaker of Siloti and
doing his PhD research on this language. There is also a discussion of the Trilingual Siloti Dictionary by
Fariq, a student of Class VIl in Silot. Some of the stories and articles also have their English translations,
which may be used to learn English. Hope you enjoy the magazine and will think of contributing for
the future issues of the magazine.

As mentioned above, through this magazine we hope to revitalise the Siloti language, which at one time
had its own written script, called the Nagari script. It was used to write Puthis. Incidentally, the Sylhet
Language Society in London is trying to train people in the use of Nagari script by running online
courses. At the end of this magazine, under the heading - Notices, you will find an advertisement.

Note that we have not used Bangla spellings for writing Siloti text. Instead, we have spelled them
phonetically so that non-Silotis can get the correct pronunciations of Siloti words. You should not try
that while writing Bangla!

Finally, my plea to you all Silotis, young and old, is to love and appreciate your mother tongue. Speak
it proudly and write in that language to your friends and relatives. Do not let it perish like other regional
languages, which are dying in different parts of the world due to neglect and inadequate usage.

Arhin Rahman
Editor-in-Chief
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Stories
TIT FOR TAT

(An ancient folk tale
narrated by Husne Jahan)

A poor old man lived in a village with his two
sons, Hablu and Bablu. Besides his hut, he
had just three other belongings: one cow,
one coconut tree and one quilt.

One day he called his two sons to his bed
and told them, " My dear sons, you know
that no one lives for ever. My time has now
come to leave this earth. | want you two to
live together in this hut and share
everything | have.” After saying this the old
man died.

When the sons buried their father, Bablu,
the older brother told Hablu, "Look, let us
share the three things father left for us. You
take care of the front part of the cow and |
shall look after her rear part. Then you look
after the trunk of our coconut tree and |
shall take care of the top. And as for the
quilt, you use it during the day time and |
shall use it at night."

Hablu accepted his brother's sharing ideas
happily. Next morning, Hablu went to feed
the cow with grass and hay. After some
time, Bablu came and started milking the
cow. Then he took the milk inside their
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room to drink. But he did not give any milk
to Hablu.

Later in the morning, Hablu started cleaning
the ground around the coconut tree. After
sometime, Bablu climbed the tree, cut
some ripe coconuts, came down with them
and took them inside their room to eat the
flesh and drink the coconut water. He did
not offer any coconut to his brother.

As part of his duty, Hablu also brought out
their quilt in the morning, dusted it and
spread it on the rope to dry. Then in the
evening he took it inside and spread it on
the bed. When Bablu came in to sleep, he
covered himself with the quilt and did not
leave any part of it for Hablu to shield from
the cold.

This kind of sharing continued for a few
days. Hablu felt very unhappy as he could
not have any milk, nor the coconuts, to eat
and drink, nor have the quilt to cover in the
nights.

Hablu then went to a wise man of the village
for advice.

The next morning, when Bablu sat to milk
the cow, Hablu started hitting the cow's
head. The cow started kicking with her legs
and Hablu could not milk the cow any
more. When Bablu asked Hablu to stop
hitting the cow, Hablu replied, "Why, this
front part of the cow is my share. | can do
what | like." Bablu understood Hablu's trick
and said, " Ok, brother, from tomorrow, we
shall share both the cow's work and its milk
together." After that Hablu stopped hitting
the cow.

Later in the day, when Bablu climbed up the
coconut tree, Hablu went under it and
started chopping its trunk with a curved
knife. Bablu started shouting, "Hey, what
are you doing? Don't do that. Don't you see,



| shall fall?" Hablu did not listen and went
on hitting the tree with the knife and said,
"Dear brother, the bottom of the tree is
mine. So, | can do whatever | like with this
part." Then Bablu understood Hablu's trick
and said, " Ok, brother, from tomorrow, we
shall share both the cleaning and the fruits
together."

That night, when Bablu went to sleep and
pulled the quilt to cover himself, he found it
was fully wet and cold. He shouted, " Hey,
what have you done to the quilt? Why is it
wet? How can | cover myself with it?" Hablu
replied, " Why, it was mine in the day time
and | soaked it in water, but it hasn't yet
dried. So, what can | do?"

Bablu then understood Hablu's trick and
replied, " Ok, brother, | am sorry for being
so selfish about everything. From
tomorrow, we shall both clean and dry the
quilt in the day time and cover both of us
together with it in the night. "

So, Bablu and Hablu lived happily ever after.

The Wild Orchids in my
Balcony

Mehreen Ahmed

The train from Dhaka stopped at the Alipur,
Bhanugach station at midnight. | picked up
my luggage and descended from the train.
At the station, | saw a middle-aged man
waiting for me with a small boy. As soon as
they saw me, they walked towards me. It
was a wintry night, and they were wrapped
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in blankets. Much of the night was covered
in fog. We greeted one another with a
salaam, as the man took my luggage and
the boy ran along in front of us.

We came out of the station. A jeep stood
outside in the parking lot and the boy beside
it. The man started the jeep and drove it out
onto the narrow roads. We were riding
towards a village within the Maulvi Bazaar
subdivision and by the Bhanugach station.
In the pitch dark, there were no other lights
on the street apart from the headlamp. The
jeep took a turn and got off the main road
onto the dirt road. This ride wasn't as
smooth. Suddenly the ride was rough and
bumpy. But it was short.

The jeep stopped in front of a bungalow-
style white-washed house. This was my in-
law's house that | was visiting. As soon as
the jeep was parked, quite a few people
came out and greeted me. They took me
inside and | was led to a room that had
comfortable seating arrangements. | was
tired that night. | went to bed.

The next morning when | woke up, | realized
that | had visited the most enchanting
vilage. The house that | had stayed
overnight was the main house. | came
outside and walked along the path before
me, and in front of me was another beautiful
house--an outer house. The boy from the
station was standing by this house. | smiled
at him and asked him what this place was.
He said it was the Tongi Ghor.

“Why was it not a part of the main house?”,
| asked. He said this was separated from the
main house because it had a purpose. The
Tongi Ghor was where the former
zamindars held court while their living
quarters were in the main house. He also
told me that the former zamindars had
elephants and Chevrolet cars. The tax they
collected arrived on the back of the
elephants. | listened to this as though it were
a fairy-tale from the past. But the boy
assured me that it was no fairy tale.

The Tongi Ghor was fascinating. It was a
timber building with a pointed metal roof. It
had glass enclosures all around instead of



traditional walls, and it overlooked the
village pond. It had a large open balcony,
nestled by high trees. | sat on the balcony
gazing at the morning mist over the rippled
green waves of the pond. | had a desire to
go for a walk through the village. | asked him
if he would accompany me. As the mist
lifted, the dirt paths became clearer by the
Tongi Ghor as the vast expansive fields
were now also visible. He agreed to give me
a guided tour of the village.

We went to the Manipuri para, across the
fields. The Manipuri para was a cultural
revelation for me of the tribal Manipuri
people. | noticed how clean their homes
were. They were weavers who made
Manipuri-style skirts and tops. | sat with
some of them in the open courtyard,
chatted, and ate village pithas. As we were
about to leave, their hospitality touched me.
They gifted me a full Manipuri skirt and a
blouse, a dress which | treasured.

On our way home, | asked the boy about the
many beautiful trees surrounding the Tongi
Ghor. He told me the most spectacular story
of wild orchids growing on the branches of
the tall banyan trees. | wouldnt have
believed it if | hadn't seen them myself. They
were white  colour--orchids, growing
abundantly but rarely, as only specific trees
would branch them.

| had half a mind to climb the tree to cut a
few for my orchid collection back in Dhaka.
But | thought it would be wiser if | could find
an experienced tree climber. Who else? But
this boy who, in all readiness, said to me
that he wouldnt mind at all. | was
apprehensive at first, seeing his small limbs
barking up the tree. But he was up in a flash
and was now waving at me from the treetop.
He lopped a couple of white orchids off the
branch and dropped the heavy lot on the
ground where | was standing under the
tree.

On his nimble feet, the boy climbed down in
no time. He plopped on the ground without
a bruise. We picked up the orchids with the
gnarly roots snaking out. | already had
made plans for them. | would bring them to
Dhaka and press them onto dead branches
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hanging down my balcony rails. These
orchids had aerial roots which would survive
wonderfully with proper watering.

It was a two-day visit that ended soon. The
same jeep brought me back to the station. |
tipped the driver and the boy and boarded a
Dhaka-bound train. | returned to Dhaka and
couldn't wait to re-root the orchids.

| did exactly as | had planned. They were in
my balcony flourishing beautifully and
flowering on the dead branch of our city
balcony flat. They reminded me of my visit
to this magical place--Tongi Ghor, and the
village pond.




Poetry
A bad day

Kazi Mahbubul Haque

Went to school
It was cool
Took no wool
Was such a fool.

Went to class
Without a mask
Why, was asked
Was taken to task.

Went to ground
Wanted to run
There was none
Had no fun.

Came back home
Wanted to wash
There was no foam
So wrote this poem.
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Essays

The Trilingual Siloti Dictionary
Quazi Fariq Ul Hug

Hello there, hope the person reading this is
having a wonderful day. Anyway, you can
call me Fariq, the full name is Quazi Fariq
Ul Hug. | am about 14 years old, (I don't
know anymore). | study at STEMAYS, in
year 8. Oh, and | forgot to mention why |
started typing. | was writing a little book
review to Mr. Amin's wonderful work, the
“Siloti Dictionary",

And well, when | started reading it, let me
tell you, there were more words in it than the
amounts of words | have spoken in my life
so far. The book was brilliantly written, and
you know what, people don't really give the
"Siloti" language much credit these days,
which this book also says. And | think they
should. Siloti is more than Bengali spoken
in a different accent.

The book was magnificently edited and
worked on, everything was organised in a
well- mannered way, like in different parts
for  different  stuff, as well as
acknowledgements, and a lot, and | mean a
lot of information is there. One other thing
I'd like to mention is that you read the book
from the start. There are pronunciations of
Siloti words for non-Silotis.

This book was dedicated to Mr. Mohammed
Ataul Goni Osmani, whom | respect a lot for
leading the Bangladesh War of Liberation in
1971.

I will end my review on that note.
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Excerpt from the
Trilingual Siloti Dictionary

Amin Rahman

This is the second in our series of Traveller's
Dictionaries for different regional languages
of Bangladesh. The first one was about the
Netrokonian language which was very well
received by people both in Bangladesh and
researchers overseas. This one is about the
Sylheti language. The Sylhet division, where
this language is spoken, is located in the
north eastern parts of Bangladesh with
Assam (India) on its north, and Tripura
(India) on its south and east. It has four
districts — Sunamganj and Sylhet on the
north, and Habiganj and Moulvibazaar in
the South.

First, we must make it clear that the name of
the place where this language is spoken is
Silot not Sylhet (Grierson, 1903; STAR, 2021;
James & Sue Lloyd-Willams, 2002), which is
the genuine and authentic name (James &
Sue Lloyd-Willams, 2002, p2). It was
originally called Srihotto; in course of time
the /r/ sound possibly became /I/. It means
beautiful land, which is true because of its
many beautiful hills, valleys, rivers, bils,
haors and tea gardens. The language
spoken there is Siloti, and a person who
comes from Silot and speaks the Siloti
language is also called Siloti. The words
Sylhet and Sylheti are the anglicised
versions, which we will try to avoid in this
book except when we are referring to other
people’s work. Note that | have spelled
Silot with an “i” not “y” as Sylot as in (James
& Sue Lloyd-Willams, 2002). The latter, |
think, has a link with the anglicised word
Sylhet. Also, “y" does not give the correct
pronunciation of the word Silot. Siloti is not

a dialect of Bangla. It is a language
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completely different from Bangla, which had
its own written script called Siloti Nagari
that is believed to be older than the Bangla
script and goes back to 500 years. In this
dictionary we shall not try to attempt at
using the Siloti Nagari script as very few
people would understand it. Instead, we will
use the Bangla script but spell Siloti words
phonetically so that a non-Siloti, like me, can
get the correct pronunciations of Siloti
words and phrases.

One Bengali researcher living in Bristol
(England) says in his YouTube video on the
History of the Sylheti Language
(Chakraborty, 2019) that the Siloti language
is older than Bangla. According to him, it
travelled from Silot to Dhaka and then to
Kolkata and, in many cases, Shadhu Bangla
shows a close resemblance to Siloti. He
gives the following example (written in non-
phonetic Bangla script):

Siloti - ©T® YIRAT WTNF (TG (FUAT 22
Shadhu Bangla - ©T® YR SINIF (AG (I0T R2SA

Chakraborty (2019)

Silotis use the Bangla script for writing
letters, stories, poems, song lyrics etc. In
their writing they use the Bangla sounds, not
the Siloti sounds. For example, they write
“Be1” (tfolo) meaning “let us go”, and "wNo”
(b"at) meaning “rice”, although they
pronounce these two words as “J(e1l” (solo)
and "qI9" respectively. When a Siloti reads
the word "B¢1” (tfolo) and says it aloud, he
will do an internal conversion of the /&/
(/tjo/y sound to the /A/ (/so/) sound and
pronounce the word as “ACl" (solo). But
when a non-Siloti, like someone from
Kushtia, reads “B¢1” (tfolo) in a Siloti book, he
not do the conversion, and will
pronounce it like the Bangla word "Be1”
(tolo). To help such non-Siloti people
pronounce Siloti words correctly, we have
transliterated all Siloti words in phonetic

will



Bangla. Both Silotis and Non-Silotis may
spend some time to get familiar with such
phonetic spelling as used in this dictionary.
We hope that in time Silotis will stop writing
Siloti using Bangla spelling and start writing
it using phonetic Bangla as used in this
dictionary. To facilitate this further, we have
decided to start a quarterly magazine
named "RMOCATGI" (hatxora) where all Siloti
text will be written using phonetic Bangla.
This will enable non-Silotis to read and
enjoy the contents of the magazine and
learn Siloti.

Rabindranath found
Manipura dance and
Mojtaba Ali in Sylhet

Dilruba Shahana

Once poet Rabindranath Tagore came to
Sylhet. At that time Sylhet was part of
Assam, not Bengal. He received an invitation
to visit Sylhet when he was in Shillong,
which is not far from Sylhet, which was also
in Assam. In the beginning, the poet was not
keen to visit Sylhet as the journey from
Shillong to Sylhet was not easy. But the
people of Sylhet were not giving up the idea
of having a Nobel laureate as their guest.
Sylhet is an interesting place as it attracts
people like mystic figure Hazrat Shahjalal,
and renowned traveller lbn Batuta.
Rabindranath loved traveling too; he visited
35 countries of the world. Ultimately, his
wanderlust won and he came to Sylhet.
People of Sylhet, irrespective of their social
status, and religion, were delighted to see
the poet. Sylheti people organised more
than one gorgeous reception in the poet's
honour.

Rabindranath always found and brought
interesting things from the places he visited.
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He had the ability to find invaluable gems in
ashes even as he wrote

(TN (MfATF QIR ORI (MY ©IR
(IS ATRCO AT WYeT5 ToN

(Wherever you will find ash, search inside
you may find some priceless gems)

His visit to Sylhet took place a hundred
years ago. People still enjoy the things the
poet found and collected in Sylhet. The
Manipuri dance and the author Sayed
Mojtoba Ali were findings of Tagore. Till
today, these two gens keep entertaining
people from different places and strata.
Manipuri dance is a slow-motion dance of
the tribal people of the hilly area of Sylhet.
Manipuri dance performance was presented
in front of him during his visit to
Sylhet. Instantly he fell in love with this art
form.

During Rabindranath’s visit to Sylhet, Syed
Mojtaba Ali was a school-going boy. That
boy wrote a letter to the poet. The exchange
of letters started between them which
brought them close to each other. Mojtoba
Ali finally ended up in Shantiniketan. After
completing his studies at Shantiniketan, he
went to Germany for further studies where
he learned German and other languages
and thus became multilingual. After his
return he taught at Shantiniketan. In course
of time, one of the poet's collections from
Sylhet, Sayed Mojtoba Ali, became a
renowned author. People love to read his
writings even today.

To teach Manipuri dance at Shantiniketan,
the poet employed a dance teacher from
Moulvi Bazar, and since then on different
occasions, Manipuri dance formed a regular
part of the cultural presentations, not only
in Sylhet but the greater part of this region.



Notice

ya fal
SOAS %PJ Bt Camden % A3
. Sylheti Project Sylhetftrojgd

. Sylheti Language
e Society

A collaborative learning-teaching environment

2nd free online lesson group
|NTHODUCT;ON 1o the

SILOTI/SYLOTI NAGRI scrip

(some prior knowiadge of the Sylheli Barguage nacessary

starts

WY Monday 28 Feb. 2022

(11am London - 12pm Paris)

sylhetiproject@soas.ac.uk
Email to be added to the mailing list!

E0AS Unversity of Lordon
Russell Square (Tube slaton) -
London WO1H OXG
y Aogister at soasumon org
sylheliproject wordpress com
Twittor: @SyetProject
Instngram. syl gvoject
Facebook page: SOAS Sylhed Larguage Society
Facebook group: Sylhet Project - SOAS in Camdlen
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HATXORA - Eid Day Issue (July, 2022)

For the next issue of Hatxora magazine we
want writings in Siloti, Bangla or English,
suitable for children, which fall under the
following categories:

1. Short stories (fiction and non-
fiction)

Travel stories

Poetry

Jokes

Recipes

Articles

Original photos
Puzzles

Letters to the Editor
0. Siloti news and views

= © © N o v~ WD

Send your contributions to Editor
FaridFatemaO8 @gmail.com All
contributions must have the name, address,
email number, and contact phone number.
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